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Waterboys Launches “Built by Water” Campaign to Celebrate 10 Years
of Clean Water Impact

The Chris Long Foundation today announced the launch of Built by Water, a yearlong campaign
celebrating the 10-year anniversary of Waterboys, its flagship initiative dedicated to expanding
access to clean drinking water in communities across the United States and East Africa. For
2026, Waterboys has set a goal of mobilizing funds for 10 international clean water projects and
10 domestic clean water projects — all focused on expanding clean water access for youth in
schools.

Founded in 2015 by two-time Super Bowl Champion Chris Long, Waterboys has grown into a
global effort that mobilizes athletes, partners, and supporters to invest in sustainable, long-term
clean water solutions. Over the past decade, Waterboys has supported clean water projects
serving more than 600,000 people, including the completion of 140 solar-powered deep
borehole wells in East Africa, 25 domestic wells for low-income families in the United States,
and water bottle filling stations and filtration systems in 30 under-resourced U.S. schools.
Waterboys also maintains a long-standing commitment to communities in the Navajo Nation
and Appalachia, prioritizing connecting families to the water grid.

“Built by Water is a celebration of what clean water makes possible — in sports, in
communities, and in people’s lives,” said Waterboys founder Chris Long. “For ten years,
Waterboys has focused on the most essential building block there is. As we look ahead, we’re
committed to building on that progress and reaching even more communities with sustainable
access to clean water.”



Clean water access is foundational to health, education, and opportunity — and Waterboys’
model prioritizes durable infrastructure and local partnerships designed to serve communities
for decades.

Throughout 2026, Waterboys will roll out a series of activations, special announcements about
partnerships, and athlete-led initiatives marking the anniversary year. These efforts will include
milestone moments tied to World Water Day and the Waterboys Charity Challenge, as well as
expanded ambassador engagement across the sports and media world. Longtime Waterboys
partner Xylem is a major sponsor of the Built by Water campaign.

A central moment of Built by Water will be the 10th Conquering Kili climb, Waterboys’ signature
program where professional athletes, military veterans, and clean water advocates make the
journey up Mount Kilimanjaro to raise funds and awareness for clean water projects in Tanzania.
Conquering Kili co-founders Chris Long and former NFL player and Green Beret, Nate Boyer, will
be co-captaining a team of 10 climbers including former NFL player Alejandro Villanueva, for the
10t anniversary climb in February 2026. The 2026 Conquering Kili cohort will fund at least two
solar-powered deep borehole wells in Tanzania, directly supporting thousands of people with
reliable access to clean drinking water.

As Waterboys enters its second decade, the Chris Long Foundation will redouble its efforts to
reach its mission to serve one million people with clean water.

“We are all built by water,” Chris Long added. “Clean water access has a positive ripple effect in
communities. Water builds strength, community, opportunity, and progress. The next ten years
are about making those ripples even bigger.”

Media availability: Interviews with Built by Water ambassadors Chris Long, Nate Boyer, and
Isaiah Stanback are available upon request.

About the Chris Long Foundation and Waterboys

The Chris Long Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit founded by two-time Super Bowl Champion
and 2018 Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year, Chris Long. We mobilize champions, service
providers, and experts to help communities access clean water, address basic needs for youth
and families, and inspire others to make an impact at home and abroad. Our vision is access and
opportunity everywhere. To date, the Waterboys initiative has provided clean water to over
600,000 people in need at home and abroad. Visit chrislongfoundation.org and waterboys.org

to learn more. For its 10-year anniversary, Waterboys has launched Built by Water, a yearlong
campaign celebrating 10 years of Waterboys impact. Learn more at waterboys.org/builtbywater.
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